What Is the Best Thing About Being a Teacher?
SHARILEE SWAITY
Quick! What's the best thing about being a teacher? If you are like the majority of people out there, you probably answered "summer holidays!" And this is a great perk of being a teacher, without a doubt, but it is a superficial advantage compared to the much greater, deeper satisfaction that comes from being a teacher.
I have created a list, a little bit tongue-in-cheek, of the greatest things about being a teacher. This is my list.  Okay, here we go. Countdown's on!
Novelty- No Day Is Ever The Same. 
Those who have taught know exactly what I mean here. Teaching is NEVER the same from one day to the next. The constant flux of variables: students present in class, student moods, time of year, time of day, other events in the school, the lesson for the day... make this profession a never-ending kaleidoscope of variety and change. 
Being a teacher is not a boring job! Frustrating, yes, sometimes. Difficult. Yes. But boring, no! For someone like me, who loves adventure, you go on many journeys right within the walls of your classroom. Journeys of growth as students grow, you grow, and the class as a whole grows.
The Relationships. 
The relationships you develop as a teacher are absolutely amazing. You are meeting people at a critical point in their life, and having a chance to build into their lives. It's fantastic! You see your students every day or every other day, and you get to know their minds, and their hearts. It is a great privilege and such a wonderful thing about being a teacher. The respect and love we show in the classroom have an impact on students' view of themselves, their other relationships, and their futures.
Sense of Purpose. 
I believe that teaching is a calling and that calling gives great purpose to one's life. It is building people and helping them become more of what they are meant to be. I do not know of anything more fulfilling than knowing you have taught a good lesson, that was understood. Teaching is giving yourself to others, pouring out your knowledge and wisdom, to be used up by the students. It is helping, first the mind, but also the heart.
The Light Bulb Moment. 
Duh, duh! If articles could be auditory, I would insert a drum roll here... Perhaps you can provide the drum roll in your head, but here goes... THE NUMBER ONE GOOD THING ABOUT TEACHING IS... the light bulb moment! The best thing about being a teacher is seeing students learn, seeing them "get it." 
That moment is what makes it all worthwhile: the prep work, the hassles, and the planning. When what you planned before, makes a connection with a student, and they learn something they did not know before. They get it, and it's a beautiful sight! That is what teaching is about, and that is what real teachers teach for.
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